
Happy November! 
‘Tis the month for thankfulness – and I am thankful for each of you and what you 

bring to EWI! I am particularly thankful for the women who join me as members of 

the 2022-2023 Board. Thank you for saying yes to this opportunity to grow person-

ally and together as an organization! 

Our November meeting will present an opportunity to expand on the findings of the 

membership survey I sent at the beginning of the EWI year. A list of questions for 

discussion will be emailed to the chapter and attached to the Outlook meeting invite 

as well. I look forward to hearing your opinions and using this time as an opportunity 

to really discuss where we are as a chapter, where we need to go, and how we can 

get there. If you cannot join us at the meeting, please email me your thoughts.  

“If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” – 

African Proverb 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Allison 

This month’s book recommendations from Hayley Hobbs, Communications Director 

Leadership Book: The 4 Disciplines of Execution: Achieving Your Wildly Im-

portant Goals by Chris McChesney, Sean Covey, Jim Huling 

We read this book in my office years ago to focus on prioritizing your work and 

spending less and less time in the “whirlwind” - a term used by the authors to ex-

plain the work that we get caught up in that takes too much of our time when we 

should be focusing on the big picture and making things happen. 

Fun Book: Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the 

FBI by David Grann 

Perhaps “fun book” is the wrong term to use, but this fascinating true crime story 

took place just a couple of hours away from our Kansas border in Pawhuska, Okla-

homa. I heard Mr. Grann speak at our campus in September. Believe me when I 

say this is not one you can put down after you pick it up! I strongly recommend 

reading—or listening to the audiobook—to learn more about the history they never 

teach us in school. 

 

2022-2023 President Allison Walden 

Downing & Lahey Mortuary 
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https://www.amazon.com/Compassionate-Leadership-Simple-Engage-Inspire/dp/172823476X/ref=asc_df_172823476X/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=507975958237&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15184305313245656376&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocph
https://www.amazon.com/Disciplines-Execution-Achieving-Wildly-Important/dp/1451627068/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=the+4+disciplines+of+execution&qid=1666973684&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIyLjgyIiwicXNhIjoiMi42NSIsInFzcCI6IjIuNzQifQ%3D%3D&sprefix=the+4+disciplin%2Caps%2C134&sr=8
https://www.amazon.com/Disciplines-Execution-Achieving-Wildly-Important/dp/1451627068/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=the+4+disciplines+of+execution&qid=1666973684&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIyLjgyIiwicXNhIjoiMi42NSIsInFzcCI6IjIuNzQifQ%3D%3D&sprefix=the+4+disciplin%2Caps%2C134&sr=8
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We had a GREAT time at Reading Rally on October 20, 2022 at Colvin Elementary School! 

Big thank you to the members who helped, the firms who donated, and our guests from Johnson’s 

Garden Centers! Check out our Facebook posts to see even more pictures and videos. 

Donations by Firms 

School supplies: Commerce Bank 

Pizza: Professional Engineering Consultants 

Cookies: ReeceNichols South Central Kansas 

Plates/napkins: Wichita Marriott 

Drinks: Downing & Lahey Mortuary 

T-shirts: Western Associates 

Smile Kits: Delta Dental of Kansas 

Books: HealthCore Clinic 

Gift cards: Butler Community College Founda-

tion, Delta Dental of Kansas, Textron Aviation, 

Textron e-Aviation 

Flowers: Johnson’s Garden Centers 

 

https://www.facebook.com/EwiOfWichita


Recap 

OCTOBER 2022 CHAPTER MEETING 

 Held at Urban Preparatory Academy on October 19, 2022 

 Heard from Urban Prep Principal Maddy Moore and Storytime Village President/CEO Prisca 

Barnes; inspiring ladies who work hard to inspire and encourage children to read and learn 

 Voted to make alumni member regular chapter meeting fees $35 

 Voted to accept Corporate changes to Chapter Bylaws 

Recap 

OCTOBER 2022 BOARD MEETING 

 Held at HealthCore Clinic on October 6, 2022 

 Will review Chapter Standing Rules at November board meeting 

 Discussed adopting Corporate changes to Chapter bylaws 

 Passed out Chapter of Excellence form to review and discuss in November 

 Discussed firms to post and how many firms at a time to send out to the Chapter 

 Members are encouraged to find a second representative at their company if possible 

and utilize the True Blue Referral Rewards program! 
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Left: Prisca Barnes, president/CEO of 

Storytime Village 

Right: EWI of Wichita Chapter Presi-

dent Allison Walden and Urban Pre-

paratory Academy Principal Maddy 

Moore 

https://ewiconnect.com/page/trueblue
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November 2022 Chapter Meeting Information 

 When: November 16, 2022, 11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 Where: HJH Investments—300 W Douglas Ave Ste 1031 (RH Garvey Building) 

There is visitor parking behind the building. 

 RSVP: Please RSVP using our SquadUp link 

 This is a CLOSED meeting for EWI of Wichita representatives to discuss where our 

chapter stands currently and where we need to go! 

DETAILS 

The following types of boxed lunches will be 

provided at the meeting and are prepared by 

YaYas EuroBistro. 

Roasted Turkey Club 
Garlic mayo, Havarti cheese, thick-cut smoked bacon, 

avocado, lettuce, tomato, bistro bun 

California Chicken Salad 

Lemon aioli, roasted chicken, dried cranberries, red onion, 

celery, pecans, avocado, tomato, bistro bun 

Italian 

Capicola ham, pepperoni, prosciutto, fresh mozzarella, 

mixed greens, tomato, red onion, pepperoncini, red wine 

vinaigrette, hoagie bun 

Mediterranean Wrap 

Grilled portabella mushrooms, fried artichoke hearts, garlic 

mayo, arugula, tomato, feta cheese, soft tortilla wrap 

We get to enjoy delicious food and a beautiful view 

of Wichita in the penthouse of the  

RH Garvey Building! 

http://www.squadup.com/events/ewi-of-wichita-november-chapter-meeting-1


Business to Business Feature 
Downing & Lahey Mortuaries & Crematory 

Executives and Representatives from your company:  

Allison Morris Walden, Representative (VP of Downing & Lahey) │ Tom Morris, Executive (President of Downing & Lahey)  

 How long has your company been in the Wichita area and what size is your organization? 109 years! We are a small, locally owned and operated funeral home. We 

have 10 full-time staff members, eight of whom are fully licensed funeral directors, embalmers, and crematory operators. We also rely heavily on 25 part-time 

staff members who help us in all capacities. Most are retired men and women from the Wichita community who have a desire to help families during difficult 

times.  

 What is your company’s mission? To help Wichita families celebrate their loved one’s life with compassion, dignity, and respect.  

 How can your company assist other EWI firms? Before a death occurs, we can help them pre-plan their own funeral or a funeral for a family member. We offer 

preplanning services for those who only want to get their wishes on paper, but also those who wish to prefund their services. When a death occurs, we are a 

full-service funeral home assisting families in both burial and cremation services. We can facilitate funerals in the chapel at either of our locations, in 

your church, or at other local venues. After a death occurs, we assist families by providing grief resources and helping to design and place headstones in 

cemeteries across the state. 

 What’s an interesting fact about your business that others may not know? We are a merged company – the Downing & Lahey firms merged in the 1970s. Today, there 

are no members of the Lahey family at the mortuary, but the Downing family is in it’s 5th generation of serving the Wichita community. 

 What makes you stand apart from your competitors? Our funeral directors are on-call 24/7, 365. At any time, you can reach one our funeral directors to help you if 

you have a question or if a death has occurred. We house two crematories out of our East location. We are also members of Selected Independent Funeral 

Homes, an organization of independent funeral homes that provides our staff with top-notch training to be able to provide the absolute best to our families. 

 What are you doing to mentor women in your industry? The funeral industry is rapidly evolving to include more women than any other time in history. 

When I (Allison) entered the industry full-time 10 years ago, there was only one other female funeral director on staff. Now, our staff is 50% female and many 

of the students graduating from Mortuary Science school are female. As a female funeral director who is also integrally involved in the running of the busi-

ness, I have a unique opportunity to train the young women on our staff and teach them to be just as good, if not better, funeral directors than men. Women 

bring more natural empathy to our profession, a skill that is hard to teach and is imperative when making connections with a grieving family. I also see many 

opportunities to teach young women problem solving skills and professional skills they did not learn in school, and foster open communication within our com-

pany. 
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Director Messages 
Happy November EWI! I am truly enjoying my role on the board learning more about EWI and what I can 
do to impact our organization and our community! Making an impact and getting involved makes my 
experience in EWI so enriching and fulfilling. This is what drove me to take on this role as well as join a 
corporate committee! In the last couple of weeks, corporate has sent out a call for chapter members to 
serve on the LCAM committee. I am very excited to be on this committee to get to know more about 
LCAM and be a part of creating an amazing LCAM experience! If you are also interested in joining the 
LCAM committee, please let me know or send an email to jennifer.clark@dallashearingfoundation.org! 
For those who have not previously experienced LCAM, it is the annual leadership meeting for all of EWI. 
It is an amazing experience that I am so excited to attend/be apart of the planning for. All chapter mem-
bers are encouraged to attend LCAM and join me on the planning committee! Past LCAM information 
page:https://ewiconnect.com/page/lcam2022 

Ashley Goodman, Vice President  

Professional Engineering Consultants 

I enjoyed seeing everyone that attended both the October Chapter meeting and the Reading Rally last month. Those 
that did not attend were most definitely missed! It is my duty this year to help our Chapter GROW! I’d like to challenge 
everyone to take a few moments to consider adding an additional representative for your firm to provide a great oppor-
tunity to the women around you and help your member firm make a bigger impact in the community. Please also be on 
the lookout for any business(es) or business professionals that can benefit from membership with EWI! I am available 

by email or phone (stuttle@deltadentalks.com or 316.807.7732) anytime. I am looking forward to seeing you soon! 
Sydney Tuttle, Membership Director 

Delta Dental of Kansas 
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Delta Dental of Kansas is hiring! If you or someone you know is interested, 

please visit https://deltadentalks.com/careers  

Treasurer’s Report 
Emma Hahn, Treasurer 

Stoutheart Financial Group 

Chapter Operating Account: 

10/1/22 Opening Balance: $17,961.29 

10/31/22 Reconciled Balance: $18,629.54 

Deposits: 

1. Regular Meeting Dues: $895.00 

2. Executive Night: $220.00 

Expenses: 

1. Web Hosting: $168.75 

2. Service Fees: $13.00 

 

Please send payments to: 

Emma Hahn 

Stoutheart Financial Group 

8621 E. 21st St. N. 

Ste. 130 

Wichita, KS 67206 

mailto:jennifer.clark@dallashearingfoundation.org
https://ewiconnect.com/page/lcam2022
mailto:stuttle@deltadentalks.com
https://deltadentalks.com/careers


Provide a box of food for a family at Colvin Elementary School! 

Every year, EWI of Wichita provides boxes of food to Colvin Elementary School for 

some of their most at-risk families to have during the holiday season when resources 

are a challenge. You can participate! Purchase the following list of items to equal one 

(1) box of food for a family. Our goal is to provide 50 boxes to Colvin. You can 

do this individually or as a firm and are certainly allowed to provide food for more 

than one box as you are able! THANK YOU! 

 2 (l lb boxes) spaghetti 

 2 (24 oz) spaghetti sauce 

 1 (16 oz bag) egg noodles 

 4 boxes macaroni and cheese 

 1 (28 oz jar) peanut butter 

 1 (30 oz jar) jelly 

 1 (6-pack) applesauce cups 

 3 (14.5 oz) canned vegetables 

 3 packets instant mashed potatoes 

 2 (26 oz cans) cream of chicken soup 

 4 (10 oz cans) canned chicken 

 1 (2 lb bag) long grain white rice 

 1 bag dry beans 

 2 packets instant Spanish rice 

 2 cans pork and beans 

 2 boxes Tuna or Chicken Helper 

 6 packages ramen noodles 

 4 (2.6 oz packets) tuna 

 1 (6-pack) shelf stable milk 

 1 box (10 packets) instant oatmeal 

Your generosity helps make the 
holiday season special for others! 

 
If you’d like to contribute financially,  

please contact Ashley Goodman at  

ashley.goodman@pec1.com 
 

The boxes themselves will be provided 
to you by EWI. More details to follow. 
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Follow us on social media! 
Facebook: EWI of Wichita 

Instagram: @ewiofwichita 

 

Future Meeting Dates 
 December Chapter Meeting: December 7, 2022, 5:30 p.m. at the  

Wichita Marriott Corporate Hills Ballroom  
(Colvin Elementary School food boxing event—don’t miss it!) 

 December Board Meeting: December 8, 2022, 3:00 p.m. at HealthCore Clinic 

 January Board Meeting: January 5, 2023, 3:00 p.m. at HealthCore Clinic 

 January Chapter Meeting: January 18, 2023 

 February Board Meeting: February 2, 2023, 3:00 p.m. at HealthCore Clinic 

 February Chapter Meeting: February 15, 2023 

You can view all of our upcoming meeting dates on our website via the 
 Chapter Calendar 
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“I am so thrilled to have Mariah Regier (Sedgwick 

County Zoo), Teresa Arthur, and Jeanetta Bolin 

(Commerce Bank) as my 2022-2023 Communica-

tions Committee members! We have lots of plans 

and goals for our social media presence AND the 

EWI of Wichita website. I would love for everyone to 

feel free to contact me with ideas, suggestions, pic-

tures, and recognition so we can continue to show-

off how WONDERFUL our membership is!” 

Hayley Hobbs (Butler Community College Foundation) 
Communications Director 

https://ewiwichita.org/connections-2/chapter-calendar/


November 9—Lori Armstrong 

November 13—Helen Nicoli 

November 13—Tammy Voth 

November 14—Jamie Hunt 

November 15—Teresa Arthur 

November 20—Davna Gould 

November 27—Stacy Newton 

November 28—Emma Hahn 

November 29—Shannon Eggleston 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS! 
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New Replacement Representative 
Jessica Buettgenbach 

Visit Wichita 

Jessica Buettgenbach joined Visit Wichita – the official destination mar-

keting organization for Wichita, Kansas, and Sedgwick County – in 2014 

as a Sales Coordinator before being promoted to Partnership Services 

Manager in 2020. She graduated from Kansas State University with a 

degree in Hospitality and enjoys working for Visit Wichita to elevate the 

city to visitors as a must-experience Midwest destination. In addition to 

being a passionate cheerleader for Wichita, Jessica is married to Dylan 

and they have two children, Payton (6) and Camden (4).  



Contact us! 
Below you’ll find information to contact your 2022-2023 

Board of Directors as well as Corporate EWI 

Allison Walden—President │ waldena@dlwichita.com │ 316.682.4553 

Ashley Goodman—Vice President │ ashley.goodman@pec1.com │ 316.206.1315 

Kathy Armbruster—Secretary │ kathy.armbruster@aghlc.com │ 316.291.4139 

Emma Hahn—Treasurer │ emma.hahn@ampf.com │ 316.630.8118 

 

Davna Gould—Advisor and Fundraising Director │ dgould@healthcoreclinic.com 

Pam Dinwiddie—Sergeant-at-Arms │ pdinwiddie@e-aviation.com 

Annie Murach—Director-at-Large │ amurach@unitedwayplains.org 

Hayley Hobbs—Communications Director │ hhobbs@butlercc.edu 

Sydney Tuttle—Membership Director │ stuttle@deltadentalks.com 

Jennifer Clark—Programs Director │ jennifer@wichitapolicefoundation.org 

ewiconnect.com 

ewi@ewiconnect.com 

262.269.5625 

EWI Corporate Office 
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